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ATECORRG  i.m; 2. |6
Previausly forwarded to Cirs C/ N
Meeung'_COV‘tn(/"\ (CP>

Councillor Merrill Witt
A Date: 27 /,A, / 2@2%
Re. Late Correspondence, 13.1 R2 Amended Motion:

E. THAT Council receives and notes the recommendation for the St George Greek Orthodox
Church, and staff further investigate the heritage significance of the comiplex hav/ng regard
to the issues raised regarding religious freedoms, and that the community are engaged to-
establish if there are elements of the building that are appropriate for her/tage listing.

Below is some information that might be useful for informing debate on the above.

The Urbis heritage assessment of the St George Greek Orthodox Church in Rose Bay,
commissioned by the board of the Church, recommends that “a community engagement
program involving a quantifiable survey is undertaken to ascertain the significant
elements of the Church in the eyes of its community.”

The Urbis heritage assessment says that “social significance [of the Church] has not been
formally-assessed,” and that “the Church may be of importance to the local Greek Orthodox
community.” It then goes onto say that “the building has been a focal point for the local
Greek Orthodox community for significant celebrations and events including
weddings, baptisms, funerals and religious activities for more than five decades, and
may contribute to the community’s sense of place.”

The best way to ensure that this engagement takes place is to support the Amended Motion.

The NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria place significant emphasis on the social or cultural
significance of the site and its importance to NSW's cultural or natural hlstory (or the cultural
or natural history of the local area).

This can be demonstrated by shbwing that the item has:

e a strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons
(criterion b)

and/or

e a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW
(or local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons (criterion d)

Whilst the Urbis heritage assessment does not recommend a local heritage listing, it
surprisingly does a pretty good job in demonstrating how the Church meets the two criterion
above, adding considerable colour to the Council's own heritage assessment of the Church’s
social, cultural and spiritual connections to the local community.

it notes, for example, that John Mansfield of Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan, the architectural
firm that designed the Church, “was born in Double Bay in 1906 and trained as an



architect under Leslie Wilkinson at the University of Sydney from 1929, in addition to
overseeing his firm's work on numerous Church related commissions, Mansfield himself
specialised in the remodelling of historic houses including Rona in Bellevue Hill, which
is a local heritage-listed item. He also restored the Sydney Town Hall and Kirribilli House.

The Urbis heritage assessment states that Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan "are not highly
significant or prominent archjtects and no profile of the firm exists in the AlA archives (while
this would be assumed for prominent and prestigious architecture firms)," but then lists an
impressive number of significant and award winning commissions by the firm. These
include: :

- o the Sydney County Council Building in 1960

the Gladesville Bridge in 1965, which won the Royal Australian Institute of Architects
civic design award.

Orient Line Building (2-6 Sprlng Street, 1943);

St Augustine’'s Church (Meehan Street, Yass, 1956);

P&QO, Church of St Rose (Collaroy Plateau, 1967);

the Memorial Chapel.and Studies Wing at St Paul’s College (The Umvers;ty of
Sydney); :

St Neri's at Northbridge (1941)" and

e St Paul's Church, Ryde (1934).

With respect to the local community's historic social connection to the Church building, the
Urbis heritage assessment notes that fundraising efforts for its construction attracted
support from notable luminaries in the Greek community, citing a contemporaneous
Daily Telegraph article that talked about "Greek women who played cards at the estate
Florida in Rose Bay" to fundraise for the Church’s building works.

The property referred to above is the now demolished Villa Florida on Tivoli Avenue, which
was owned at the time by Lady Jordan.and was the venue for a Church fundraiser hosted by
the Greek Society and attended by Madam Vrisikas, wife of the General-Consul of Greece.
The public engagement process will likely shed more mformatlon on the extent of local
involvement in these activities.

Importantly, at a recent black tie event to celebrate the Church’s 60th anniversary in
November of last year, the Archbishop Makarios acknowledged the support of parishioners,
benefactors and donors of the St George Orthodox Church over the years:

“I have no doubt that he [Saint George] is well-pleased with your noble endeavours to see
this parish flourish as you bring God's light to this corner of Sydney,” the Archbishop
said.(Greek Herald, ‘Community is your heart’: St George Rose Bay celebrates 60th
anniversary by Adriana Simon, 22 November 2022),




‘Community is
your heart": St
George Rose Bay
celebrates 60th
‘anniversary

The importance of St George Greek Orthodox Church as a war memorial was also
highlighted in a speech by 'the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC, Governor of New
South Wales, who was the guest of honour at the 60th anniversary celebration. As
reported in The Greek Herald: ‘ '

Ms Beazley spoke next about her “proxy connection” to the parish and stressed that
whilst St George Rose Bay is not a legend, “it is legendary.”

When | was thinking about you as a parish, your church as a place in our community, it
did seem to me that three things -were of particular importance. The first is community
— that’s your heart. It is your devotion at your church and as patrt of that community
which binds you,” Ms Beazley said.

 “Also at the heart of this parish of St George is commemoration because it is a
church which has been dedicated to service people, to Greeks, Greek
Australians who have served in the Australian Defence Services... that is an
extraordinary dedication.” ’

To furthet highlight the historic importance of the war memorial dedication, the Council's
heritage assessment notes that:.



While there are numerous Greek Orthodox churches in Sydney and NSW, the St
George Greek Orthodox Church has rarity as one of a very small number of churches
of its type — being a Greek Orthodox war memorial church. There is only one other
known Greek Orthodox war memorial church remaining in Sydney, the St
Spyridon Greek Orthodox War Memorial Church, which is listed as a local
heritage item on the Randwick Local Environmental Plan 2012. The only other
being the St loannis Greek Orthodox War Memorial Church dating to 1965 has since
been demolished. The loss of this comparable building type increases the rarity of the
St George Greek Orthodox Church.

The Australian Government's 2015 Australian Heritage Strategy explained "while many of

our heritage assets belong to individuals or a local community, their values resonate
widely and have significance to many people."

Undoubtedly, many people in the wider Woollahra municipality cherish"theAcontribution that
the community-oriented St George Greek Orthodox Church in Rose Bay has made to
enriching the life of the local community. A potential heritage listing of the unique St George
Greek War Memorial Church will likely be viewed by the public as important recognition of
the Church's importance to our local community. A public engagement process, as
recommended by the Amended Motion, will facilitate the testing of this assumption.
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LATE C(
Helen Tola Previous

Meeting
From: Toni Zeltzer !
Sent: ' Monday, 27 March 2023 1:05 PM _D__at_L 4
To: Helen Tola
Subject: Fw: Saint George Greek Orthodox Church - Heritage Listing

Attachments: P0043644_StGeorgeGOCRoseBay_HeritageAssessment_Nov2022.pdf; Statement -
: Spero Raissis.pdf ‘

Can you please include this as late correspondence for tonight ( only the email as the attachments are
lengthy and the councillors alreadt have these.

The email is important as a summary.

From: |

Sent: Monday, 27 March 2023 10:50 AM

To: I

Subject: Saint George Greek Orthodox Church - Heritage Listing

Dear Councillors,

By way of introduction, my name is Spero Raissis, and [am President of the Greek Orthodox Parish of St George.
Before the Council at tonight’s meeting, is a motion to heritage list the church building of our Parish. The Parish is a
strong and growing part of the local community with many activities undertaken in the church building and hall. We
feel that any heritage listing will inhibit the future needs of the Parish and may stifle its growth by confining the
Parish buildings (interior and exterior) in their current form. As such the Parish is strongly opposed to any heritage
listing.

The Parish engaged heritage experts Urbis who undertook a review of the heritage of Saint George Church against
the criteria set by Woollahra Council, criteria within the Heritage Act 1977, and they concluded that St George did

not warrant listing. | have attached that report for your review and urge you to adopt Urbis’ conclusion as outlined
helow: '

This Heritage Assessment has reached the following conclusions:

» The St George Greek Orthodox Church was constructed in 1962 by the architecture firm Fowell,
Mansfield and Maclurcan.

» The subject building does not exemplify any significant architectural style and does not reach the
threshold of significance under the criteria identified within the Heritage Act 1977. The St George
Greek Orthodox Church may have social significance to its community, however it is undetermined if
this social significance is linked to the fabric of the building and it is recommended that community
engagement is undertaken to determine the potential social significance.

Urbis have prepared the following statement of significance for the St George Greek Orthodox Church:

The St George Greek Orthodox Church Rose Bay was established in 1962 and was designed by the
architecture firm Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan. The construction of the subject building does not
represent the key period of historical development in Rose Bay or Woollahra more generally. While
the construction of the Church coincides with the growth of the Greek Orthodox Church and Greek
" migration in the Post-War period the opening of the Church is not directly associated with a significant
Greek settlement or cultural centre, as the Woollahra LGA was not a prominent place of Greek
migration. While a Greek Orthodox Church, St George Greek Orthodox Church is not directly associated
with a prominent Greek community or suburb which was a popular place of settlement in the Post-

1



War period. While the St George Greek Orthodox Church was dedicated as a War Memorial Church
and has plagues which commemorate the ANZACs of Greek origin, these plaques are not in prominent
places, do not have a substantial role within the day-to-day use of the Church, and are not associated
or celebrated further with special services on ANZAC Day or Remembrance Day.

The St George Greek Orthodox Church was designed by the Post-War Ecclesiastical architects Fowell,
Mansfield and Maclurcan, however it does not demonstrate the key aspects of the Post-War
Ecclesiastical style, nor the Byzantine style. A detailed comparative analysis has shown that the St
George Greek Orthodox Church is not a fine or representative example of the work of Fowell, Mansfield
and Maclurcan or of any significant architectural style. The interior of the Church is undecorated and
all religious iconography or paraphernalia connected to the use of the building as a Greek Orthodox
Church is moveable, not inherent within the building structure itself.

Although social significance has not been formally assessed, the Church may be of importance to the
local Greek Orthodox community. The building has been a focal point for the local Greek Orthodox

“community for significant celebrations and events including weddings, baptisms, funerals and

religious activities for more than five decades, and may contribute to the community’s sense of place.
Noting the simple, unadorned nature of the building, as well as changes over time to meet the
changing needs of its users, is likely that this social association is vested not in the physical fabric of
the building itself but, rather, in the sense of belonging that the institution provides. Urbis recommends
that a community engagement program involving quantifiable survey is undertaken to ascertain the
significant elements of the Church in the eyes of its community.

Therefore, the site does not demonstrate historical, associative, aesthetic, or technical significance,
nor does it exhibit rarity or representative values. Therefore, Urbis have assessed that the St George
Greek Orthodox Church does not reach the threshold of local significance and that community
engagement should be undertaken to determine the potential social significance of the place prior to
any potential listing on the Woollahra LEP 2014

| request that you consider the impact heritage listing will have on the Parish of St George both now and into the
future and reject such listing. | will be attending and speaking at tonight’s Council meeting and have attached my

statement.
Thank you,

Spero Raissis

President

The Greek Orthodox Parlsh of Saint George, Rose Bay

Greek Onthodox Christian Church of St George,
90-92 Newcastle Street

Rose Bay, NSW 2029 .

Church Office: || EGEGzIB

Websiv:: I
I
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Good evening,

By way of introduction my name is Spero Raissis, and | am the President of the Parish Council
of the Greek Orthodox Parish of St George, Rose Bay. As you are aware our church building is

currently subject to a potential local heritage listing.

I would like to speak to you briefly about the Parish of St George. Firstly, it is a registered
charity, and not-for-profit. The church building and all its assets are owned by the local
community. Under the parish constitution, membership'is restricted to the local community,

which is essentially the Woollahra Council area.

The Parish runs many community activities including a young mother’s group, Greek language
and dancing classes, a fellowship group for university sfudents, and a senjors’ social group, in
addition to our regular Sunday services and sacraments - baptisms, weddings, and funerals.
These activities are all run in the church and its hall, makihg it an active part of the Rose Bay

community.

The parish’s volunteer group is known as “St George Helping Hands”, which helps to make
meals for the disadvantaged at Our Big Kitchen in Bondi and helps distribute meals to the
homeless in Martin Place among other activities. The parish’s social media network is bringing

people from across Sydney to our parish and to the local community.

We are an active and large part of the local council electorate. As you would all be aware we
are approaching Easter, the holiest and busiest period of the church calendar. This year, as in
past years, the Parish has applied to Woollahra Council to close the southern end of Newcastle
Street on Orthodox Good Friday and Easter Saturday, as we expect attendance will greatly
exceed the capacity of the church building, and that our parishioners will overflow, out of the

church, and onto Newcastle Street.

St George is a healthy, thriving, and growing Parish. However, the Parish Council feels that
the heritage listing of the church building may constrain the growth of the Parish. The inability
of the Parish to expand the existing church building or replace it with a larger building would

adversely affect our activities, community, and growth.

The church building itself on Newcastle Street as outlined in the Urbis report on page 62,

“does not exemplify any significant architectural style.” |, as well as many members of the



Parish have visited Orthodox churches in Australia, Greece, Turkey, and Israel. We as Greek
Orthodox Christians do not see our church as an historically significant building due to its lack

of Byzantine style or traditional Orthodox architecture.

There is nothing remarkable about the external church building, and therefore | request that
it is not placed on a heritage list. The internal features of the church, its iconography and icon

~ screen are all removable and would not be subject to the heritage listing.

The community does not believe that the Pariéh is linked to the fabric of the church building.
There is a significant social and community aspect of attending church, lifelong friendships
- are formed, comradery and a general feeling of belonging when attending church. However,
this community benefit cannot be heritage listed. The community benefit is not contained in
the bricks, mortar, or design of the building but rather, the bricks and mortar surround the
social significance. What happens inside our church buifding, in our church hall or on our
church.grounds is the glue that binds the community, not the glass or timbers or bricks from
* which the building has been constructed. The community and social benefit of the Parish is

intangible and cannot be heritage listed.

I would like to emph'asize that the heritage listing of the Greek Orthodox Parish of St George
will not benefit the’community but will rather constrain the growth of the Parish and will have
a negative impact on the local community. We request that our future needs are considered,
allowing us to make changes to the church building as our future congregation changes. On
behalf of Father Gerasimos our Parish priest, the Parish Council, and the St George

‘community, | request that the council not heritage list the church building.

Thank you.
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. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Urbis has been engaged by the Board of Directors of St George Greek Orthodox Church to prepare the
following Heritage Assessment for the St George Greek Orthodox Church, located at 90-92 Newcastle
Street, Rose Bay (subject site). The subject site is located within the Woollahra Local Government Area
(LGA) and is administered under the Woollahra Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2014,

The subject site is not currently a listed heritage item and is not located in any Heritage Conservation Area
listed on the Woollahra LEP 2014. However, the subject site has been proposed for listing by Wooliahra
Municipal Council as of 27 September 2022.

The Heritage Assessment has been prepared to assess the potential heritage significance of the subject site
and determine if it may reach the threshold of local significance and therefore warrant listing on the
Woollahra LEP 2014,

This Heritage Assessment has reached the following conclusions:

= The St George Greek Orthodox Church was constructed in 1962 by the architecture firm Fowell,
Mansfield and Maclurcan.

= The subject building does not exemplify any significant architectural style and does not reach the
threshold of significance under the criteria identified within the Heritage Act 1977. The St George Greek
Orthodox Church may have social significance to its community, however it is undetermined if this social
significance is linked to the fabric of the building and it is recommended that community engagement is
undertaken to determine the potential social significance.

Urbis have prepared the following statement of significance for the St George‘Greek Orthodox Church:

The St George Greek Orthodox Church Rose Bay was established in 1962 and was designed
by the architecture firm Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan. The construction of the subject
building does not represent the key period of historical development in Rose Bay or Woollahra
more generally. While the construction of the Church coincides with the growth of the Greek
Orthodox Church and Greek migration in the Post-War period the opening of the Church is not
directly associated with a significant Greek settlement or cultural centre, as the Wooliahra LGA
was not a prominent place of Greek migration. While a Greek Orthodox Church, St George
Greek Orthodox Church is not directly associated with a prominent Greek community or
suburb which was a popular place of settlement in the Post-War period. While the St George
Greek Orthodox Church was dedicated as .a War Memorial Church and has plagues which
commemorate the ANZACs of Greek origin, these plaques are not in prominent places, do not
have a substantial role within the day-to-day use of the Church, and are not associated or
celebrated further with special services on ANZAC Day or Remembrance Day.

The St George Greek Orthodox Church was designed by the Post-War Ecclesiastical
architects Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan however it does not demonstrate the key aspects
of the Post-War Ecclesiastical style, nor the Byzantine style. A detailed comparative analysis
has shown that the St George Greek Orthodox Church is not a fine or representative example
of the work of Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan or of any significant architectural style. The
interior of the Church is undecorated and all refigious iconography or paraphernalia connected
to the use of the building as a Greek Orthodox Church is moveable, not inherent within the .
building structure itself.

Although social significance has not been formally assessed, the Church may be of importance
to the local Greek Orthodox community. The building has been a focal point for the local Greek
Orthodox community for significant celebrations and events including weddings, baptisms,
funerals and religious activities for more than five decades, and may contribute to the
community’s sense of place. Noting the simple, unadorned nature of the building, as well as -
changes over time to meet the changing needs of its users, is likely that this social association
is vested not in the physical fabric of the building itself but, rather, in the sense of belonging
that the institution provides. Urbis recommends that a community engagement program
involving quantifiable survey is undertaken to ascertain the significant elements of the Church
in the eyes of its community. '
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Therefore, the site does not demonstrate historical, associative, aesthetic, or technical
significance, nor does it exhibit rarity or representative values.

Therefore, Urbis have assessed that the St George Greek Orthodox Church does not reach the
threshold of local significance and that community engagement should be undertaken to determine
the potential social significance of the place prior to any potential listing on the Woollahra LEP 2014.
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2.3. METHODOLOGY

This Heritage Assessment considers the potential heritage significance of St George Greek Orthodox
Church following a thematic and site-specific history, a site investigation (following site inspections carried
out in November 2022), and in relation to comparable examples of the building typology.

The assessment of significance has been prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage Division guidelines
‘Assessing Heritage Significance’ and has been guided by the principles of the Australia ICOMOS Burra
Charter (2013). '

2.4. AUTHURIDENTIFICATION

The following report has been prepared by Sarah Hawkins (Senior Consuitant) and Anthony. Kilias (Senior
Consuitant).

Unless otherwise stated, alf drawings, illustrations and photographs are the work of Urbis.
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4,  HISTORICAL CONTEXT
41.  ABORIGINAL HISTORY

The traditional owners of the region around Rose Bay were the Gadigal, who cared for Country in this place
for tens of thousands of years. Their close northern neighbours were the Birrabirragal, who occupied the
land around Watson’s Bay and South Head. Both clans spoke the Sydney language and were known as
saltwater people, a complex and highly sophisticated society that were deeply connected to the ocean. !
Today, these peoples are broadly known as the Eora nation, a name given to them by the colonists derived
from the Sydney language word meaning ‘here’ or ‘from this place’.2

Aboriginal people lied on the dunes at Rose Bay, camping near places with fresh water. In the warmer
months, shellfish and fish were the main source of food for the Aboriginal communities; men speared fish
from the shore while the Eora fisherwomen fished from nawi (bark canoes) in all weathers. Eora
fisherwomen were particularly skilled at navigating the waters of the harbour in the narrow canoes, often with
several young children and a fire for cooking their catch.* The Gadigal also gathered tubers, roots and
vegetables. and hunted birds, possums and kangaroos all year round, reading the signs of the seasons to
understand when the best types of food were available.

The arrival of colonists ravaged the local Aboriginal communities, with introduced diseases, alcohol and
violent clashes devastating the population of Gadigal around the subject site. However, the Country around
Rose Bay remained remarkably untouched by settlers, with most of the area remaining uncleared well into
the 1800s. Survivors continued to fish from the local bays and practice culture, with a ritual combat area
recorded at Rose Bay until the 1820s. Various small Aboriginal settlements remained in the area (including
at Rose Bay) until the 1850s, though increased development limited access to resources and important
cultural spaces® Relationships were strategically built with various colonists in the area allowing them to

- continue living around their land.

In the late 1800s, many Aboriginal people moved to the camp at La Perouse and the Woollahra LGA began
to develop more extensively. During the early to mid-1900s, Aboriginal women from La Perouse and across
the state worked as domestic servants in the affluent houses of Rose Bay, Paddington and Vaucluse.s

Today, the Aboriginal cornmunities of the Wooliahra area continue their deep connections to the land, with
archaeologists, historians and elders working collaboratively with Woollahra Council to better understand
their shared histories.

4.2. SUBURBHISTORY

Rose Bay was named after Governor Arthur Phillip’s friend and mentor, George Rose, who served as the
joint secretary of the British treasury at the time of the First Fleet and later as the treasurer of the navy.

The first European settlers at Rose Bay were convict workers who arrived in 1805 to operate salt boilers near
the coast. In the early 1800s, a succession of titles was granted to the early settlers, including military officer

Captain John Piper. Born in Maybole, Scotland, Piper arrived in the colony on the “Pitt” in February 1792 and
served as an ensign in the New South Wales Corps. Piper was appointed a magistrate by Governor Lachlan

Macquarie (b.1762 — d.1824) in 1819 and chairman of directors of the Bank of New South Wales in 1825.
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When Piper was besieged with financial difficulties in the mid-1820s, merchants Daniel Cooper and Solomon
Levey first advanced him funds, but later Piper was forced to sell his land holdings to repay the loan. The
firm of Cooper and Levey was involved in importing, exporting, shipbuilding, shipowner, whaling, sealing and
wool buying. The sale of the 1130-acre Point Piper estate to the partners-was completed on 22 March 1830
for 2,550 pounds. »

Cooper and Levey's title to the land was confirmed in 1830 and it became the sole property of Daniel Cooper
in 1847. When Daniel Cooper died in 1853, his nephew (also named Danie! Cooper) inherited great wealth
from the estate. Daniel Cooper (nephew) was appointed trustee of the Point Piper Estate which his uncle
had bequeathed to his nephew’s son (alsc named Daniel Cooper). Cooper was responsible for the
management of the estate until his son’s twenty-first birthday in 1869.

In 1904, the Rose Bay Land Company Limited secured a block lying between New South Head Road, Old
South Head Road, Newcastle Street and O’Sullivan Road from Raine and Horne, agents for Sir Daniel
Cooper’s son for 84,000 pounds. The property was purchased in conjunction with the Royal Sydney Golf
Club, where the company would construct a club house, tennis courts and howling greens.

The Royal Sydney Golf Links subdivision tock place in the early twentieth century and the first shops,
schools and churches were constructed thereafter. In 1905, an electric tram line connecting Edgecliff to the
Rose Bay Wharf was completed. The tram extension was the first permanent electric line in the Sydney
tramway system. In 1928, a grand suburban cinema called the Rose Bay Wintergarden was completed to
house the Sydney Film Festival. The cinema was designed by Henry White, architect for the State Theatre in
Market Street. '

Flying boat ser\)ices commenced at Rose Bay in 1934. The first scheduled England-Australia‘ flight, operatéd
" by Qantas Empire Airways, left Southampton for Rose Bay Water Airport on 26 June 1938. During World
War 11, the Rose Bay base was used extensively by American and Australian air forces as troop transports.

After the war, flights were made to Singapore, Norfolk Island, Lord Howe Island, Fiji and New Caledonia from
a small seaplane terminal on the Rose Bay foreshore. The flying base was shuttered in the late 1970s.

43.  THE GREEK COMMUNITY & THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH IN
AUSTRALIA

4.3.1. Early Greek Settlement in NSW

Greek settlers first arrived in New South Wales in the late 1810s, bringing with them their culture and
religion, with the formation of the Sydney Greek Orthodox Community in 1897.1 By the 1910s a strong
Greek-Australian presence was felt in numerous Sydney suburbs, notably Redfern, Newtown, Paddington,
Balmain and Manly, with smaller —~ yet growing — populations in Double Bay, Wooliahra, Waverley, Coogee,
Kensington, the Inner West, Kogarah and even Parramatta and Hornsby.2 While there is limited mention of
Greek settlement within Rose Bay, the suburb was home to one of the first Greek businesses in Sydney.
Vretos Margetis arrived in Rose Bay in 1903 and began to operate a small theatre in Rose Bay, where he
features his own :

“short, black and white silent ‘newsreels’. Many ‘newsreels’ featured functions within the Greek
community such as weddings and christenings, proving popular for Greek families seeking
entertainment, while the theatre provided the community with a venue for socialising. The
Rose Bay theatre operated by Margetis was only one of the many theatres owned and
managed by Greeks throughout New South Wales.”

Migration was at a steady rate. In 1924, the Australian Federal Government has capped the annual migration
quote from Greece to 1200, with numbers typically not reaching this number.4 Geopolitical influences which
led migration to Australia to increase included rising conflict between Greece and Turkey in mid-1922, and

1C. Turnbull, C. Valiotis & I. Tyrrell, 2001. ‘Beyond the Rolling Wave: A Thematic History of Greek Settlement in New South Wales’.
NSW Heritage Office, Sydney: Australia -

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

4 Ipid,
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the restriction of migration to the United States in 1924. Even in the early 1900s, “anxiety” over Turkish
nationalism or national disasters in region also boosted migration.®

Despite growing migration, departures back to Greece were still common, largely on account of long-term
unemployment, language difficuities, and other difficuities associated with life in Australia. Employment in
particular was difficult, with employment often limited to Greek owned businesses. Other reasons for
returning included desire to contribute to war efforts as the Balkan League was formed in 1912 and conflict
broke out in Thessaloniki and Northeast Greece against Turkish occupation. These forces were also
reinforced by Australian volunteers who served in the Royal Hellenic Forces.®

Despite some challenges, there were a number of significant Greek institutions established by the 1900a.
The Union of Greek Women were established in the early 1900s and donated to the Greek War Effort during
the Balkan Wars (1912-3); the Greek Orthodox Community of New South Wales was established in 1898;
the Greek Orthodox Metropolis was established in 1924; the Australian Archdiocese established in 1959; the
Athenian Club established in 1911; and the Helienic Club in 1924,

Following the Second World War, settlement boomed in today’s Greek-Australian heartland in the inner-west
suburbs of Marrickville, Enmore, Newtown, Redfern, Dulwich Hill and Canterbury. By 1971 approximately

93% of Greek-Australians lived in metropohtan areas, contrasting with statistics from only 20 years earlier in
which 43% lived in rural towns.”

4.3.2. Greece & the ANZACs

As noted above, Greek military presence and geopolitical factors have been connected to the history of
Greek migration to and from Australia, most notably through the Balkan Wars (1912-13), and it is now well-
recognised that the ANZAC forces were comprised of multi-cultural and diverse soldiers and troops. World
War 1 (1914-1918) strengthened the connection between Australia and Greece, as follows:

“On the 4t of March 1915, over 3,000 Australian soldiers, troops, nurses and medical staff
landed on the Greek Island of Lemnos, which was provided as a base for Australian and New
Zealand forces for hospitals, supplies and refuge. Lemnos was the main staging area for
supporting allied troops throughout World War One in Gallipolli.

Throughout this great war, over 300 Australian nurses who were all volunteers for this great
cause, served on the Island in over 10 hospitals. When Australian troops finally retreated from
Gallipolli in December 1915, they refumed to Lemnos to find solace and rest. To this day,
Lemnos is the site of 2 Commonwealth War Graves, where many Australians are buried,”®

5 Ibid.

& Greek Australian Alliance 1899-2016. 100 Anniversary Macedonian Front 75" Anniversary Baltles of Greece and Crele, p.2.

7 Ipid.

& The Lemnos, n.d. Lemnos and the Anzacs. Accessed online 8/11/2022 at:
http:/ithelemnos.com.au/anzacs/#:~:text=Lemnos%20and%20the %20ANZAC's &text= On%201he%204th%200f%20March ,for%20hospit
als%2C%20supplies%20and%20refuge.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL o Hoo212
Figure 28 — Unidentified Australian soldiers in front of a shanti on the island of Lemnos, 1915.

Source: Australian War Memorial, AWM H00212 Accessed online; https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C44563

Figure 29 — Australian nurses arriving at Lemnos, 1915.

Source: State Library of New South Wales, cited in NeosKosmos accessed online;
https://neoskosmos.com/en/2019/04/26/news/community/anzac-day-lemnos-role-remembered-in-greece-and-australia/
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4.3.3. Growth of the Greek Orthodox Church in Australia
Of the establishment of the Church in Australia, the International Directory stated the following:

“A priest from the Island of Samos'named Dorotheus Bacaliaros arrived in Melbourne, and
then came to Sydney... no sooner did the Orthodox people see here a priest with his gown,
long hair, and his patriarchal beard, then they naturally felt a great joy. Most of them had been
deprived of hearing the divine service in their own language since they left their last place of
above... this priest succeeded, in the midst of many obstacle and financial difficulties, in
erecting the Greek Church in Sydney.”?

The first Greek Orthodox Church in Australia was built in Surry Hills, on Bourke Street, and known as Ayia
Trias (Holy Trinity). Archimandrate Seraphin Phocas travelled to Australia from Jerusalem to head the church
and administered the first address to the congregation following the opening.’® Phocas was chosen as he
represented a link between the migrant communities of Greece, Syria and Lebanon which has established
the Church. Prior to the construction of Ayia Trias, Greek Orthodox services had been held at various other
churches across Sydney, mainly led by Father Dorotheos, from Samos.

By the 1920s, the community which had celebrated the opening of Ayia Trias together only 20 years earlier
was fractured. The Syrian migrants left the church to found their own as the Greek-speaking members of the
church turned to the Church of Greece for priestly appointments, and membership to Ayia Trias was
restricted to those of Greek descent in New South Wales and Queensland. Foliowing World War |, a large
influx of Greek-speaking migrants came to Sydney, following eviction from Turkey by the Government of
Ankara. The result was that the Patriarchate of Constantinople enforced their right of jurisdiction over the
-Greek communities globally, resulting in the establishment of Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Australia and
New Zealand in 1924.15

Christopher Knetes was the first Metropolitan and wrote of the difficulties of being so, with Australia having
“one of the largest provinces of the Church, and undoubtedly has the smallest population... The Orthodox
population of this extended area balances between 9,000 or 10,000 so therefore it will be seen that there is a
fremendous task for an archbishop.”’® Controversy arose between the Church and Greek Orthodox
communities, spurred by the originals of Church leaders in Greece — with Knetes being from Samos, and the
Greek Orthodox Community traditionally dominated by Kytherians.??

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand officially became the Archdiocese of Australia
and New Zealand in 1959. This was under the leadership of Metropolitan Ezekiel, who was elevated to
Archbishop as a result, although Knetes has been referred to as Archbishop prior to this.'8 At the time, the
Archdiocese held authority over the Greek communities of Australia, New Zealand, India and the ‘Far East’,
with 130,000 members in Australia alone.’® The Church experienced a period of growth following this, with
the number of parishes expanding from 19 to 89 by 1965 within Australia.?? The combined churches of New
Zealand and Australia separated in 1970, and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia was formed.

The Anglican Church had been a friend to the Greek Orthodox community throughout the establishment of
the Orthodox Church in Australia. Anglican Church authorities had tent their space to Orthodox parishioners
and priests and even assisted in the acquisition of Churches, such as the Church of St. George for the
community of Port Pirie and the current Greek Archdiocese Church on Cleveland Street in Redfern.?!

in 1976 the Greek Archdiocese celebrated its 50t anniversary in Australia and today the Archdiocese
comprises 15 parishes, 20 parish communities and has contributed substantially to Australian culture and
Greek-Australian life. e :

12 Knete, Christopher, 1927. international Directory: The Greek Orthodox Church in Australia, pg.401-407.
® The Daily Telegraph, 17 April 1899. The Greek Orthodox Church, pg. 7.

4 C Turnbull, C. Valiotis & |. Tyrrell, 2001.

'S Ibid.

18 The Canberra Times, 7 March 1991, Hjstory, p. 12.

7 C. Turnbull, V. Valiotis & I. Tyrrell, 2001; Knetes, Christopher 1927.

18 Knetes, Christopher, 1927,

¥ The Canberra Times, 21 November 1959. New Greek Orthodox Bishop Appointed, pg. 2.

2 The Canberra Times, 4 December 1965. Orthodox Conference, p. 15.

2t Knetes, Christopher, 1927,
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Catholic Churches. He was a fellow of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects; served as vice~président in
1941-2 and 1946-7 and later received its gold medal in 1962. :

4.5.2. John Mansfield

John Mansfield was born in Double Bay in 1906 and trained as an architect under Leslie Wilkinson at the
University of Sydney from 1929. Initially Mansfield was a modest architect, designing additions to the Tudor
House School at Moss Vale and a Georgian mansion at Vaucluse. He joined Foweli in 1939 and later joined
the National Trust of Australia. Here he specialised in the remodelling of historic houses, altering Rona,
(Bellevue Hill), Springfield (Goulburn), and Harrington Park (Narellan), and also redecorated and restored
the Sydney Town Hall and Kirribilli House. Additionally, he specialised in educational buildings throughout
the Eastern Suburbs, Waverley and North Sydney.

4.5.3. Donald Maclurcan

Donald Maclurcan studies architecture at the Sydney Institute of Technology in Uitimo and after serving in
World War !l he returned to Sydney to work as an architect. Here he joined Fowell and Mansfield as a
partner in 1946 and had a particular interest in civic works, working for the Snowy Mountains Engineering
Authority, the Department of Main Roads and Railways, and the Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage
Board. Also a Catholic, Maclurcan was a member of the Catholic Building and Finance Committee; was the
President of the llluminating Engineers; and was the first Chairman of the Zoological Parks Board of NSW.
He was appointed a Knight Commander of the Order of Saint Gregory by the Catholic Church.

4.5.4. Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan

Fowell's firm was joined by John Mansfield in 1939 and Donald Maclurcan in 1946, operating as Fowell
Mansfield and Maclurcan. In 1962 they were joined by O.R. Jarvis. The firm designed the Sydney County
Council Building in 1960 and the Gladesville Bridge in 1965, which won the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects civic design award.

Church buildings designed by Fowell Mansfield and Maclurcan included the Orient Line Building (2-6 Spring
Street, 1943); St Augustine’s Church (Meehan Street, Yass, 1956); P&O, Church of St Rose (Collaroy -
Plateau, 1967); the Memorial Chapel and Studies Wing at St Paul's College (The University of Sydney) and
St Neri's at Northbridge (1941)’ and St Paul's Church, Ryde (1934).

Enquiries at the Australian.Institute of Architects (NSW) archives has not found any profile for the firm of
Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan.
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9. COMPARATIVEANALYSIS
5.1 INTRODUCTION

This comparative analysis section provides two key comparative analyses to evaluate the heritage
significance of St George Greek Orthodox Church, Rose Bay. The comparative analysis comprises two
parts: a comparative analysis of places of worship designed by the architects Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan;
followed by a comparative analysis of Greek Orthodox Churches within Sydney.

5.2. FOWELL, MANSFIELD & MACLURCAN & THE POST- WAR
" ECCLESIASTICAL STYLE

5.2.1. Preamble
5.2.1.1. Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan

For a background history on Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan please refer to Section 3.6.4. Overall, Fowell,
Mansfieid and Maclurcan are recognised as prominent practitioner of the Post-War Ecclesiastical style,
having designed numerous religious bu:ldmgs yet also involved in adaptive reuse and civil infrastructure
projects.?” Across the firm, the three partners appear to have had vastly differing interests and areas of
architectural expertise. Fowell and Maclurcan — both practicing Catholics — designed numerous Churches,
particularly Catholic churches in the mid-20% century, which typically expressed qualities of the Post-War
Ecclesiastical style, which (as discussed in Section 3.6.2) was heavily influenced by austerity, modernism,
the Internationalist style. .

The work of Fowell prior to the mid-20" century was highly traditional with influences of Gothic and
Romanesque styles. His early works (arguably also his most important) include the British Medical ‘
Assaciation (BMA) Building, St Anne's Catholic Church at Bondi, St Mary’s at North Sydney demonstrate -
typical characteristics of the Inter-War Gothic style, with decorative masonry and features. From the 1940s
the firm began to design more restrained, stripped modernist structures utilising simple brickwork, bold forms
and large proportions, with relatively limited religious iconography:.

This comparative analysis has sought to focus on religious buildings designed by Fowell, Mansfield &
Maclurcan, with particular preference given to structures located within Inner Sydney, notably Wooliahra and
neighbouring LGAs; buildings which have attributed heritage significance; and structures which are of a
similar architectural style.

In addition to the structures noted below, prominent alterations and additions by Fowell, Mansfield &
Maclurcan which have been omitted from this comparative analysis include:

= Alterations to Baxter's Lodge (Sydney LEP 2012 186 and University of Sydney s170 Register) and the
Parramatta Road Lodge (University of Sydney s170 Register) at the University of Sydney;

= Relocation and rebuilding of the St Charles Borromeo Catholic Church and Cemetery, which was
originally designed by Augustus Pugin (Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 1147)

] Hems!ey House, forming part of the St Luke's Hospital Group at Elizabeth Bay (Sydney LEP 2012 1599)
5.2.1.2. Post-War Ecclesiastical Style

The Post-War Ecclesiastical Style brought about a period of austerity and loss of skilled workforces in the
period following World War 1l (1939-1845), and subsequently, the grandeur, expense and intricacy of
‘Revival’ styles were no longer desired and seen as ‘shams’.26 Combined with the growing popularity of
modernism and the International style, the days of grand religious structures were gone. However, Church
bodies and communities still expected that a Church should “look like a Church.”?® This was first expressed
through stripped versions of Medieval Churches comprising face brick yet retaining Medieval forms, with
buttresses, crenellations and lancet and/or quatre-foil windows and the Cross-Church form with apse,

27 Apperley, R., et al., 1989, p.271.
28 Apperley, R., et al., 1989, p.212.
2 Ihid.
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bellowers, and narthex.3® More ‘Unorthodox’ forms diverged from this and became a rectanguiar or circular
shape which served the purpose of bringing the congregation and clergy closer together. As summarised by
Apperley et al., the Post-War style had the following characteristics:

The style was applied to educational as well as religious buildings; simplified interpretations of
medieval architecture, including continuation of Inter-War trends. *

Exterior Characteristics

Massing simple and often asymmetrical, even though planning fended to be ftraditionally
symmetrical. Insistent verticality. Towers sometimes attenuated, sometimes traditional.
Needle-like spires arising from low-pitch roofs. Walls commonly of undecorated face brickwork.
Low-pitch roofs. Pointed arch forms interpreted as shallow inverted V-shapes.

5.2.2. Comparative Analysis

A select group of places of worship designed by FoWeH, Mansfield & Maclurcan has been compiled below in
Table 1.

Table 1 — Comparative examples — Places of worship designed by Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan

Address - 60 Blair Street, North Bondi

Date Established 1934

Architect Fowell and McConnell

Heritage Listing NSW State Heritage Registef (SHR 01706)

Waverley Local Environmental Plan 2012 (1376)
Royal Australian Institute of Architects Register (4703278)

Register of the National Trust of Australia
Statement of Significance

St Anne’s Church is of State significance as a fine and representative example of the Inter-war
Romanesque style. A Catholic church largely built in the 1930s but cOmp/eted in the 1960s to the
competition-winning design of Joseph Fowell and Kenneth McConnel, the decorative scheme is retrained
but features highly-crafted timber, brick and sandstone detailing. It has a careful integration of furniture
and fittings also largely designed by the architects that includes an ingenious and possibly unique
ventilation system (recently dismantled but stored on site). Winner of the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects’ 1935 Sulman Award, this is the only church to win this prestigious award as a complete design,
and has been described as ‘perhaps the highlight of ecclesiastical architecture in interwar Sydney’. Its
representative significance is enhanced by its continuing role and positioning as a landmark element in a
church-school precinct of buildings. This precinct also represents the establishment of the Bondi Beach
Parish of the Catholic Church and its importance as a place of worship for the local Catholic community
through several generations. ‘

% Ibid.
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render against the brickwork, and the presence of the open cupola upon a belltower (reminiscent of Spanish
Mission or Inter-War Mediterranean styles rather than the typical Romanesque influence) which is
proportionate to the height of the building, rather than dominating it in height, as is seen at other examples,
notably St Augustine’s. Perhaps their finest example of the Post-War Ecclesiastical style is the St Paul's
Chapel at the University of Sydney which utilised a distinctive form, concrete and steel materiality, and is
characterised by the bold and bright stained glass windows, which comprise much of a fagade and clearly
demonstrate principles of modernity in an architectural expression.

By contrast, St George is heavily restrained, featuring limited decorative elements at both the exterior or

- interior, therefore veering from many other examples shown above, The St George Church furthermore shies
from many of the distinctive bold forms, shapes and proportions which characterise the Post-War
Ecclesiastical style, including any circular, arched or A-frame forms or colossal fieches which ordinarily
contribute to the landmark qualities and architectural/aesthetic significance of the style.

Internally, the St George Greek Orthodox Church is not a fine example of the work of Fowell, Mansfield &
Maclurcan. The St George Church — other than relatively simple timber-lined vaulted ceiling ~ is very
restrained. The spatial volume of the room and the lack of decorative elements embedded within the
architecture of the building itself, do not contribute to a sense of grandeur typical of religious buildings and
seen at many of the other examples of Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan’s work. Typically, the interior ,
architectural designs of Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan has utilised grand and ornate altar forms (such as
large, recessed stone altars and arches) to portray a sense of grandeur and of the sacred. This is expressed
successfully at all other Church examples by the architects, even at the St Paul's College Chapel, in which
the highly decorative stained glass presents a distinctive modern altar. The elements which contribute to
interiors of the St George Orthodox Church largely include the iconostasis and the various icons upon the
walls. it is noted that these elements ~ all of which are central to the practicing of the Church as a Greek
Orthodox Church — are moveable items which are portable, not fixed within the building, and which — while
being of paramount importance to the function and use of the Church - do not form part of the inherent
architectural expression of the Church. Therefore, any important interior aesthetics at the Church is directly
connected to the use of the Church rather than the architecture itself.

The interior and exterior of the Church has furthermore been altered — and therefore has experienced a
reduction in integrity ~ through the ongoing alterations and additions to the building, notably the replacement
of all stained-glass windows.

As such, the St George Greek Orthodox Church, as a late and relatively pedestrian example of the works of
Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan, does not demonstrate the key characteristics of the firm's work, nor of the
Post-War Ecclesiastical style. The St George Greek Orthodox Church does not demonstrate the landmark
qualities, distinctive architectural expression, nor external or internal desigh components which typically
characterise the works of Fowell, Mansfield & Maclurcan and the Post-War Ecclesiastical style more broadly.

5.3. GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCHES & LATE-20™ CENTURY IMMIGRANT
NOSTALGIC STYLE IN SYDNEY

5.3.1. Preamble
5.3.1.1. Byzantine Style

The Byzantine style appeared in the 4" century AD and initially combined elements of the Hellenic/Roman
Basilica with typical architectural features popular in the (former) eastern Roman Empire in Constantinople. 4
Reaching the West through portable illustrations and travelling tradesmen, the Byzantme style rapidly
travelled throughout Italy and through to Spain, where it became popular particularly in Tuscany, Venice, and
Sicily.*6

Key elements of the style include domed ceilings; (often freestanding) belltowers; elliptical and centrally
planned internal spaces, such as the Cross-Plan; and use of thick mortar layers to create a monolithic

5 Britannica, n.d. ‘Byzantine architecture.' Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed online: https://www.britannica.com/art/Byzantine-
architecture :
8 Kostoff, S., 1895. A History of Architecture Settings and Ritual, p.295, 318.
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appearance to masonry facades. Also common was the presence of a squinch; pendentive; coffered
ceilings; and richly inlaid decorative elements featuring marble, tiles or gold.4

Each of these elements refer to early Roman and Christian basilica in the first few centuries AD. 8 Notably,
the Byzantine architectural style is entangled with the presence of Byzantine mosaics, which are “physically
inseparable from the architectural frame of their buildings, their placement takes advantage of [the] frame of
their buildings, their placement takes advantage of this frame to set up a ceremonial hierarchy of parts basic
to the theatre of liturgy housed therein, and their subject informs this theatre with precise theological
meaning.”4°

Throughout the Medieval period ecclesiastical architecture was broadly divided in different styles, with the
Byzantine style contrasting with Gothic architecture. In this period, the cross-in-square design of Churches
and the decorative mosaics and frescos were reduced in density.5® Elements of the Byzantine style became
popuiar again in the early 20t century to some extent, with some elements of Byzantine-Islam architectural
styles appearing in Inter-War Spanish Mission and Mediterranean styles. 5!

5.3.1.2. Late-20" Century Immigrant Nostalgic Style

The Late 20%-Century Immigrant Nostalgic style can be broadly read as the replication of traditional foreign
architectural forms within Australia. As Post-War migration boomed, migrant families initially settled in

Australia in poor-quality cramped housing in industrial suburbs, and upon finding their feet after years of
labour, came to purchase their own land and were finally able to build houses for themselves and their
families.5? As Apperley et al. state, the ‘Immigrant Nostalgic’ style was born from the ambltlon to show a
“recollection of the culture from which they had come,”33

5.3.2. Comparative Analysis

A select group of Greek Orthodox Churches in Sydney has been compiled below.

Tokia N Mamnarativa avamnlee — Graak Orthodox Churches in Sydney

Address 366-3/8 King Streer, INewlow!

Date Established 1856-62

Architect N. Trengrovse

Style Victorian Académic

Herita_ge Listing ' Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012 (11015)

Statement of Significance

The Saints Constantine and Helen Church is an early building for Newtown and a good example of a mid
Victorian Academic Style church which makes a positive contribution to the streetscape. The site dates

from the key period of development for King Street and the Newtown area as a direct result of supdivision
of large villa estates. It has a strong association with the history of Congregational Worship and education

“7 Britannica, n.d. ‘Byzantine architecture.’

8 Kostoff, S., 1995, p.318-9.

9 Kostoff, S, 1995. A History of Architecture Settings and Ritual, p.8-9.

% Kostoff, S., 1995 p.395.

1 Apperley, R., Irving, R., and Reynolds, P., 1989. A Pictorial Guide to Identifymg Australian Architecture: Styles and Terms from 1788
to the Present. .

%2 Apperley, R., et al., 1989, p.271.

S Ibid.
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The later, post-War buildings which were purpose-built as Greek Orthodox Churches, on the other hand,
make clear references to the Byzantine style and, at their exteriors, include domed rooflines, belltowers
(often on either side of the main building, providing a sort of ‘framing’ device), and the use of masonty (or
blockwork) construction to create a monolithic appearance at the exterior. From the above examples, this
language is most clearly expressed at Saint Gerasimags in Leichhardt, Saint Nicholas in Marrickville, and
Saint Catherine in Mascot. With the exception of the singular, open belltower, St George in Rose Bay cannot
be said to meaningfully exhibit any of these key characteristics of the Byzantine style.

It is, however, at the interiors of the Churches where the Byzantine style is — or is not — most evident. To
varying degrees, the comparative examples presented above take advantage of the building envelope as
framing device, enabling the set up of the ceremonial hierarchy of parts with respect to circulation, frescoes,
and other decorative devices. The elaborate richness of the Byzantine aesthstic is, from the above
examples, most clearly expressed at Saint Catherine in Mascot, St Sophia & Three Daughters in Surry Hills,
Church of the Resurrection of Christ, Our Lady of the Myrtles and St Elesa in Kogarah, Saints Constantine
and Helen Church in Newtown, Saint Nectarios in Burwood, and Saint Raphael in Liverpool (although all of
the examples contain examples of the elaborate fresco and decorative work typical of Byzantine-style
Churches). In comparison, St George in Rose Bay is notable for its absence of any such permanent
ornamentation, with all decorative. elements related to moveable carved timberwork (which is found in all
Greek Orthodox Churches and, in some instances — such as at Saint Nectarios ~ is brass, not timber).

While the Byzantine influences remain largely visible across most of the post-War comparative examples, it
is nonetheless evident that these Church buildings draw on other trends brought in by Greek and Cypriot
immigrants in the post-War period. To varying extents, all of these post-War Churches exhibited
characteristics of Immigrant Nostalgia, most notably through the use of arches and columns (some with
Classical-inspired capitals). With the inclusion of St George in Rose Bay, each of the post-War examples
contain aesthetic signifiers of ‘Greekness’ (noting that some of the examples express this aesthetic more
than others). St George in Rose Bay represents a pared-back — if pedestrian — example of this ‘Greek’ style,
with the only notable feature being the expressed trio of arches at the front entry.

Similar to other Greek Orthodox Churches (Saints Constantine & Helen in Newtown, St Sophia & Three
Daughters in Surry Hills, among others), St George in Rose Bay also serves important community functions
alongside the primary Church use. St George houses a reception hall (with commercial kitchen) and a small
Greek language school in the basement level of the building.
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6.4, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE |

The St George Greek Orthodox Church Rose Bay was established in 1962 and was designed
by the architecture firm Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan. The construction of the subject
building does not represent the key period of historical development in Rose Bay or Woollahra
more generally. While the construction of the Church coincides with the growth of the Greek
Orthodox Church and Greek migration in the Post-War period the opening of the Church is not
directly associated with a significant Greek settlement or cultural centre, as the Woollahra LGA
was not a prominent place of Greek migration. While a Greek Orthodox Church, St George
Greek Orthodox Church is not directly associated with a prominent Greek community or
suburb which was a popular place of settlement in the Post-War period. While the St George
Greek Orthodox Church was dedicated as a War Memorial Church and has plagues which
commemorate the ANZACs of Greek origin, these plaques are not in prominent places, do not
have a substantial role within the day-to-day use of the Church, and are not associated or
celebrated further with special services on ANZAC Day or Remembrance Day.

The St George Greek Orthodox Church was designed by the Post-War Ecclesiastical
architects Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan however it does not demonstrate the key aspects
of the Post-War Ecclesiastical style, nor the Byzantine style. A detailed comparative analysis
has shown that the St George Greek Orthodox Church is not a fine or representative example
of the work of Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan or of any significant architectural style. The
interior of the Church is undecorated and all religious iconography or paraphernalia connected
to the use of the building as a Greek Orthodox Church is moveable, not inherent within the
building structure itself.

Although social significance has not been formally assessed, the Church may be of importance
to the local Greek Orthodox community. The building has been a focal point for the local Greek
Orthodox community for significant celebrations and events including weddings, baptisms,
funerals and religious activities for more than five decades, and may contribute to the
community’s sense of place. Noting the simple, unadorned nature of the building, as well as
changes over time to meet the changing needs of its users, is likely that this social association
-is vested not in the physical fabric of the building itself but, rather, in the sense of belonging

that the institution provides. Urbis recommends that a community engagement program

involving quantifiable survey is undertaken to ascertain the significant elements of the Church

in the eyes of its community.

Therefore, the site does not demonstrate historical, associative, aesthetic, or technical
significance, nor does it exhibit rarity or representative values.
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1. CONCLUSION

Urbis has been engaged by the Board of Directors of St George Greek Orthodox Church to prepare the
following Heritage Assessment for the St George Greek Orthodox Church, located at 90-92 Newcastle
Street, Rose Bay (subject site). The subject site is located within the Woollahra Local Government Area
(LGA) and is administered under the Woollahra Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2014.

The subject site is not currently a listed heritage item and is not located in any Heritage Conservation Area
listed on the Woollahra LEP 2014. However, the subject site has been proposed for listing by Woollahra
Municipal Council as of 27 September 2022.

The Heritage Assessment has been prepared to assess the potential heritage significance of the subject site
and determine if it may reach the threshold of local significance and therefore warrant listing on the
Woollahra LEP 2014.

This Heritage Assessment has reached the following conclusions:

* The St George Greek Orthodox Church was constructed in 1962 by the architecture firm Fowell,
Mansfield and Maclurcan.

= The subject building does not exemplify any significant architectural style and does not reach the
threshold of significance under the criteria identified within the Heritage Act 1977. The St George Greek
Orthodox Church may have social significance to its community, however it is undetermined if this social
significance is linked to the fabric of the building and it is recommended that community engagement is
undertaken to determine the potential social significance.

‘Urbis have prepared the following statement of significance for the St George Greek Orthodox Church: v

The St George Greek Orthodox Church Rose Bay was established in 1962 and was designed
by the architecture firm Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan. The construction of the subject
building does not represent the key period of historical development in Rose Bay or Woollahra
more generally. While the construction of the Church coincides with the growth of the Greek
Orthodox Church and Greek migration in the Post-War period the opening of the Church is not
directly associated with a significant Greek settlement or cuitural centre, as the Woollahra LGA
was not a prominent place of Greek migration. While a Greek Orthodox Church, St George
Greek Orthodox Church is not directly associated with a prominent Greek community or
suburb which was a popular place of settlement in the Post-War period. While the St George
Greek Orthodox Church was dedicated as a War Memorial Church and has plaques which
commemorate the ANZACs of Greek origin, these plaques are not in prominent places, do not
have a substantial role within the day-to-day use of the Church, and are not associated or
celebrated further with special services on ANZAC Day or Remembrance Day.

The St George Greek Orthodox Church was designed by the Post-War Ecclesiastical ,
architects Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan however it does not demonstrate the key aspects
of the Post-War Ecclesiastical style, nor the Byzantine style. A detailed comparative analysis
has shown that the St George Greek Orthodox Church is not a fine or representative example
of the work of Fowell, Mansfield and Maclurcan or of any significant architectural style. The
interior of the Church is undecorated and all religious iconography or paraphernalia connected
to the use of the building as a Greek Orthodox Church is moveable, not inherent within the
building structure itself,

Although sacial significance has not been formally assessed, the Church may be of importance
to the local Greek Orthodox community. The building has been a focal-point for the local Greek
Orthodox community for significant celebrations and events including weddings, baptisms,
funerals and religious activities for more than five decades, and may contribute to the
community’s sense of place. Noting the simple, unadorned nature of the building, as well as
changes over time to meet the changing needs of its users, is likely that this social association
is vested not in the physical fabric of the building itself but, rather, in the sense of belonging
that the institution provides. Urbis recommends that a community engagement program
involving quantifiable survey is undertaken to ascertain the significant elements of the Church
in the eyes of its community.
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Therefore the site does not demonstrate historical, associative, aesthetic, ortechnlcal
significance, nor does it exhibit rarity or representative values.

Therefore, Urbis have assessed that the St George Greek Orthodox Chureh does not reach the
threshold of local significance and that community engagement should be undertaken to determine
the potential social significance of the place prior to any potential listing on the Woollahra LEP 2014.

URBIS ’
STGEORGEGOCROSEBAY _HERITAGEASSESSMENT_] NOV2022V2 CONCLUSION 63

13



8.  DISCLAIMER

This repert is dated 11 November 2022 and incorporates information and events up to that date only and
excludes any information arising, or event occurring, after that date which may affect the validity of Urbis Pty
Ltd (Urbis) opinion in this report. Urbis prepared this report on the instructions, and for the benefit only, of
Board of the Saint George Greek Orthodox Church (Instructing Party) for the purpose of a potential
heritage listing (Purpose) and not for any other purpose or use. To the extent permitted by applicable law,
Urbis expressly disclaims all liability, whether direct or indirect, to the Instructing Party which relies or
purports to rely on this report for any purpose other than the Purpose, and to any other person which relies
or purports to rely on this report for any purpose whatsoever (including the Purpose).

In preparing this report, Urbis was required to make judgements which may be affected by unforeseen future
events, the likelihood and effects of which are not capable of precise assessment.

All surveys, forecasts, projections and recommendations contained in or associated with this report are
made in good faith and on the basis of information supplied to Urbis at the date of this report, and upon
‘which Urbis relied. Achievement of the projections and budgets set out in this report will depend, among
other things, on the actions of others over which Urbis has no control.

In preparing this report, Urbis may rely on or refer to documents in a language other than English, which
Urbis may arrange to be translated. Urbis is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of such
translations and disclaims any liability for any statement or opinion made in this report being inaccurate or
incomplete arising from such translations.

Whilst Urbis has made all reasonable inquiries it believes necessary in preparing this report, it is not
responsible for determining the completeness or accuracy of information provided to it. Urbis (including its -
officers and personnel) is not liable for any errors or omissions, including in information provided by the

Instructing Party or anpther person or upon which Urbis relies, provided that such errors or omissions are not

made by Urbis recklessly or in bad faith.

This report has been prepared with due cére and diligence by Urbis and the statements and opinions given
by Urbis in this report are given in good faith and in the reasonable belief that they are correct and not
misleading, subject to the limitations above.
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