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Draft Woollahra Development Control Plan 2015  
(Amendment No. 8)  
 

Part 1 Preliminary 

1.1 Background 

Woollahra Council is working to support a night time economy that is vibrant, safe and 
sustainable – and that meets the diverse needs and aspirations of our community.  Council has 
prepared a series of documents that will guide and manage our night time economy 

The amendments contained in Draft Woollahra Development Control Plan 2015 (Amendment 
No. 8) seek to address nuisance and noise arising from delivery, waste and recycling collection 
vehicles while also having regard to the need to balance the operations and functions of 
businesses with the amenity of nearby residential uses.  

1.2 Name of plan 

This plan is the Draft Woollahra DCP 2015 (Amendment No 8). 

1.3 Objectives of the plan 

The objectives of the plan are to: 
a) Address potential tensions between business activities and residential amenity in Double Bay. 

b) Insert examples of design solutions that could reduce noise transmission in Double Bay. 

c) Address noise and nuisance arising from waste and recycling collections. 

d) Amend bin sizes and types for Paddington and West Woollahra. 

1.4 Land to which this plan applies 

This plan applies to all land within the Woollahra Municipality.  

1.5 Relationship of this plan to the Act, Regulation and other plans or environmental 
planning instruments 

This plan has been prepared under Division 3.6 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 and Part 3 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 
2000. 

Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 2014 (Woollahra LEP 2014) applies to the land to which 
this plan applies. In the event of an inconsistency between this plan and the Woollahra LEP 
2014, the Woollahra LEP 2014 prevails. 

1.6 Approval and commencement of this plan 

This plan was approved by Woollahra Council on TBC and came into effect on TBC 

1.7 How this plan amends Woollahra DCP 2015 
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This plan amends Woollahra DCP 2015 in the manner set out in Part 2 of this plan.  

Part 2 Amendments to Woollahra Development Control Plan 2015  

This plan amends Woollahra DCP 2015 in the following manner: 

Insertions – identified in blue and underlined 
Deletions – identified in red and strikethrough 

Chapter A1 Introduction 

2.1 Amendments to clause A1.4 List of amendments 

2.1.1 Insert at the end of the clause 

 
Amendment Date of approval and 

Commencement 
Description of amendment 

 
No. 8 

 
Date approved - TBC 
Date commenced - 
TBC 

 
Amend Chapters D5 Double Bay Centre, E5 Waste 
Management and F3 Licensed Premises by modifying 
and amending various introductions, controls and 
objectives to: 
• Address potential tensions between business 

activities and residential amenity in Double Bay. 
• Insert examples of design solutions that could 

reduce noise transmission in Double Bay. 
• Address noise and nuisance arising from waste 

and recycling collections. 
• Amend bin sizes and types for Paddington and 

West Woollahra. 

2.2 Amendments to clause A1.1.9 Savings and transitional provisions relating to 
development applications 

2.2.1 Insert at the end of the clause 

This DCP (as commenced on 23 May 2015) continues to apply to development applications, 
applications to modify consents under section 4.55 of the EP&A Act and applications for 
review of determination under Division 8.2 Reviews of the EP&A Act that were made prior to 
but not determined before the commencement of Amendment No. 8 to this DCP. 
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Chapter D5 Double Bay Centre 

2.3 Amendments to 5.6.5.2 Acoustic privacy 

2.3.1 Insert new paragraph into the introduction of this section to include reference to night-
time economy.  

The Double Bay Centre is a vibrant place that contains a range of uses however sometimes there can 
be tension between the business activities and residential amenity particularly when there is an active 
night-time economy.  

Acoustic privacy is an important consideration in relation to the residential component of the centre, 
and neighbours adjacent to the centre, because it is a major determinant of amenity. 

2.3.2 Insert examples into control C1 of how buildings can be designed to reduce noise 
transmission. 

C1 Building siting and layout, particularly with regard to the location of courtyards, terraces and 
balconies and the like, should minimise the transmission of noise to other buildings and private 
open space on the site and on adjacent land. The use of openings, screens and blade walls, and 
the choice of materials, should also be designed to minimise the transmission of noise. For 
example this may include: 

a) using solid concrete/masonry balcony upstands to shield noise  

b) using absorbent material to reduce sound bouncing off the balcony soffits. 

2.3.3 Add control C2 on how to minimize the impact of external noise sources on dwellings 
near noise sources.  

C2 Minimising the impact of external noise sources on dwellings near noise sources by: 

a) addressing New South Head Road with recessed balconies, enclosed balconies, kitchens 
and/or living rooms; and 

b) locating bedrooms away from noise sources; 

c) designing and constructing dwellings with sound attenuation measures such as double 
glazed external doors and windows. 

Chapter E5 Waste Management 

2.4 Amendments to E5.1.4 Objectives 

2.4.1 Insert new objectives O4 relating to the minimisation of noise and nuisance from waste 
and recycling collection.  

O4 To minimise noise and nuisance arising from waste and recycling collection having regard to the 
need to balance operational needs and functions of businesses with the amenity of nearby 
residential uses. 

2.5 Amendments to E5.3 On-site waste and recycling controls for all development 

2.5.1 Amend objective O4 to insert reference to safety and amenity. 
O4 To ensure that waste and recycling collection points are suitably located in regards to safety 
 and amenity. 
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2.5.2 Insert new control C11 regarding forward movement of collection vehicles. 

C11 Waste and recycling collection points are located to allow collection vehicles to move in a 
continuous forward movement. Reversing should be avoided as it creates noise (from reverse 
beeping/alarms) and can also be less safe. If reversing is required the SWMMP accompanying 
the DA must justify why a continuous forward movement for collection cannot reasonably be 
accommodated. 

2.6 Amendments to E5.4 Dwelling houses, semi-detached dwellings and dual occupancies 

2.6.1 Update controls C3 and C4 for the bin sizes and types in Paddington and West Woollahra 
to reflect the current requirements of Council’s Waste Team. 

C3 For a dwelling located in an area other than Paddington or West Woollahra, the size of the 
waste and recycling area accommodates: 

a) 1 x 120L general waste bin;  

b) 1 x 240L green waste bin; and 

c) 2 x 55L recycling crates  1 x 120L or 240L recycling bin. 

C4 For a dwelling located in Paddington or West Woollahra—the size of the waste and recycling area 
accommodates: 

a) 1 x 120L general waste bin or 1 x 55L bin; and  

b) 1 x 120L or 55L green waste bin; and 

c) 2 x 55L recycling crates or 1 x 120L recycling bin. 

2.7 Amendments to E5.6 Commercial and non-residential development 

2.7.1 Insert introductory paragraph to highlight the need to manage noise from waste 
collection services. 

Developments containing a range of different non-residential uses present unique waste minimisation 
opportunities and management requirements. Flexibility in size and layout is often required to cater 
for the different needs of multiple tenants as well as future changes in use.  

Noise from waste management activities needs to be managed where commercial uses are located 
near residential and other noise sensitive uses. For example, noise when bins are emptied into 
collection vehicles, especially glass, and the reversing alarms of collection vehicles, can be 
particularly disturbing when these occur at noise sensitive times, such as late at night or in the early 
hours of the morning when most people are sleeping.  

2.7.2 Insert new objective O3 relating to the minimisation of noise and nuisance from waste 
and recycling collection 

O3 To minimise nuisance and noise impacts on adjoining or nearby residential uses, from waste 
management associated with a pub, registered cub, or other type of licensed premises with a 
capacity of 100 or more patrons 

2.7.3 Insert new control C7 which identifies that a Site Waste Minimisation and Management 
Plan (SWMMP) must be lodged with the DA and the matters it should include. 

C7 The SWMMP submitted with the development application includes: 

a) glass and recycling collection and sorting areas which are to be shown on the DA plans. 
Note the installation of a glass crushing machine is encouraged to minimise noise from 
glass sorting.  
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b) waste management collection times and operating procedures that minimise noise and 
disturbances to residential amenity, especially between 8pm to 8am. 

Chapter F3 Licensed Premises 

2.8 Amendments to F3.1.3 Objectives 

2.8.1 Insert new objectives O4, O5 and O6 to expand the scope of the Chapter’s objectives. 

O4 To recognise the important role of licensed premises in contributing to the vitality and vibrancy 
of the centres at night while minimising potential negative impacts from activities associated 
with licensed premises.    

O5 To provide for the safety of patrons and the general public. 

O6 To ensure noise from the activities of licensed premises is not intrusive and does not 
unreasonably impact on the amenity of adjoining and nearby residential uses. 

2.8.2 In control C1 insert reference to external (not fully enclosed areas) to highlight that particular 
consideration needs to be given to the location and size of external areas having regard to the 
potential for noise impacts from these areas. 

C1 Before deciding on an application involving licensed premises, the following matters 
are considered: 

a) the location of the premises and the proximity of residential and other sensitive uses, 
including any external (not fully enclosed areas); 
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